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Report of the 2 December 2014 Meeting of the WCPO Tuna MSC Alignment 

Group 
 

 

Group Co-coordinators: Eric Gilman (advisor to SFP, LTFV, Norpac) and 
Bubba Cook (WWF) 
 
Facilitator: Ian Cartwright (Thalassa Consulting) 
 
The Western and Central Pacific Ocean Tuna Marine Stewardship Council Alignment 
Group held its second in-person meeting on 2 December 2014 from 4:30-6pm at the 
Tanoa Tusitala Hotel, Apia, Samoa. Report appendices 1-3 contain the meeting agenda, 
the list of 22 meeting participants, and the presentations made during the meeting, 
respectively.  
 
Group History and Aim: The participants reviewed the WCPO Tuna MSC Alignment 
Group’s history and aim. The Group focus is to improve management systems for 
fisheries for albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tunas in the Convention Area of the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC). It is comprised of: client groups of 
fisheries certified and under assessment against the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
standard; participants of Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs); and other stakeholders. 

The Group’s current purpose, adopted at the inaugural meeting in May 2014, is 
to disseminate information, and coordinate and align policy activities of relevant MSC 
client groups and participants of FIPs related to sub-regional and regional management 
of fisheries for albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tunas in the WCPFC Convention Area. 
 
Introductions: The meeting participants (Appendix 1) introduced themselves, and 
identified which of the MSC and FIP fisheries they are involved with. The Group Co-
coordinators Eric Gilman, Hawaii Pacific University and consultant advising Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership, Luen Thai Fishing Venture and Norpac Fisheries Export, and 
Bubba Cook, WWF-Pacific, introduced Ian Cartwright, Thalassa Consulting, who served 
as the meeting facilitator.  
 
Review agenda: The participants reviewed the agenda. Changes in presenters from the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community and Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency were 
noted, as was the inability of Nannette Malsol, Palau Bureau of Marine Resources, to 
attend due to a schedule conflict with the WCPFC11 agenda, who was to present an 
update on the Parties to the Nauru Agreement longline vessel day scheme  
 
Update of fisheries in the MSC program and in a FIP within the group’s remit: The 
group reviewed a list of fisheries that are MSC certified and under full assessment, and 
fisheries that are in FIPs, that are within the Groups remit. The list of relevant MSC 
fisheries were obtained from the MSC website (http://www.msc.org/track-a-
fishery/fisheries-in-the-program/fisheries-by-species/fisheries-by-species#tuna). The list 
of relevant fisheries in FIPs was compiled from websites of WWF 
(https://sites.google.com/site/fisheryimprovementprojects/), Sustainable Fisheries 
Partnership (http://fisheryimprovementprojects.org/) and Anova Fishing & Living 
(http://fishing-living.org/fishery-improvement-programs/).  

http://www.msc.org/track-a-fishery/fisheries-in-the-program/fisheries-by-species/fisheries-by-species#tuna
http://www.msc.org/track-a-fishery/fisheries-in-the-program/fisheries-by-species/fisheries-by-species#tuna
https://sites.google.com/site/fisheryimprovementprojects/
http://fisheryimprovementprojects.org/
http://fishing-living.org/fishery-improvement-programs/
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 Three initiatives not covered in the lists of compiled MSC and FIP fisheries were 
identified. Matt Owens, TriMarine, summarized recent activities in the Solomon Islands 
longline albacore and other market species fishery where an MSC pre-assessment has 
been completed and improvements are being instituted in order to move the fishery to 
MSC full assessment. Ana Delailomaloma and Xue Jun Du of the Fiji Offshore Fisheries 
Association discussed tentative plans to pursue either sharing the MSC certificate of the 
Fiji Tuna Boat Owners Association or pursuing a separate full assessment of this 
additional client group in the Fiji longline albacore fishery. Marie Soehnlen and Cedric 
Ponsonnet of the French Polynesia government explained that an MSC pre-assessment 
has been completed and there are plans to pursue full assessment of the Tahiti longline 
albacore fishery.  
 
Summary of findings of 2014 WCPO bigeye and yellowfin stock assessments: 
Graham Pilling, SPC, provided a summary of the findings of the 2014 stock 
assessments for WCPO bigeye and yellowfin tunas. Discussion included the status of 
yellowfin and bigeye relative to their formal biomass limit reference points, informal 
fishing mortality limit reference points, and possible target reference points. There was 
also discussion on whether the yellowfin stock would pass an assessment against the 
new MSC standard under principle 1.  
 
WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study report:  Eric Gilman presented key findings 
from a report on a WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study written by Peter Philipson for 
the Safina Center. The report reviewed trends in WCPO bigeye catch by longline and 
purse seine fisheries and trends in the number of locally-owned domestically-based 
longine vessels in the Pacific Small Island Developing States. Main products produced 
by longline and purse seine caught WCPO bigeye and their value were described. Main 
traders and end markets were identified. Participants suggested that some of the data 
may require additional verification. 
 
MSC standard 2.0 – overview of main changes and implications for Alignment 
Group aim: Bill Holden, MSC, provided a presentation on the new MSC standard 
version 2.0, highlighting changes of relevance to tuna fisheries. Most discussion related 
to changes in: 

 Methods for assessments against performance indicator 1.2.2 on harvest control 
rules to achieve a score of 60; 

 Consideration of cumulative impacts of  MSC fisheries certified within the same 
regional fishery under principle 2; 

 Using a unit of certification to a unit of assessment; and 

 A new method for scoring on shark finning.  
 

There was also discussion of how the MSC standard addresses the south Pacific 
albacore longline fisheries. Due to increasing effort, primarily by Chinese vessels, these 
fisheries now have considerable overcapacity and economic overfishing is occurring. 
Few southern longline fleets, other than those operating with subsides, are now making 
profits. ,While this issue was of great concern to Pacific island-based fleets, it was 
clarified  that the MSC standard largely focuses on ecological and not economic 
sustainability, the two exceptions being social issues addressed by the standard of 
forced labor and shark finning. 

Bill presented the MSC document, Summary of Changes. Fisheries Certification 
Requirements Version 2.0, which provides a lay summary of the changes to the new 
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standard. This report is now posted to the Group website in the Background Materials 
section. 
 
MSC regional pre-assessment reports: Eric Gilman summarized main findings of two 
MSC regional pre-assessment reports prepared by MSC CAB MacAlister Elliott and 
Partners (MEP). These were the: (i) Sustainable Fisheries Partnership-funded pre-
assessment covering WCPO longline fisheries for WCPO bigeye and yellowfin, and N. 
and S. Pacific albacore stocks; and (ii) Safina Center-funded pre-assessment covering 
WCPO bigeye caught by longline and purse seine associated set fisheries. The SFP 
report is available from the SFP website and the Safina Center report is available from 
this Group’s website in the Background Materials section.  

Discussion emphasized that findings from these and other regional-scale 
assessments provide useful conclusions mainly under principle 1, but less so for 
principle 2 where bycatch will vary substantially by individual fishery, and less so for 
principle 3 where the regional management system but not individual domestic 
management systems were assessed.  
 
Update on PNA longline vessel day scheme: The Group discussed the status of the 
PNA longline vessel day scheme. At the 8th Special PNA Ministerial Meeting and 42nd 
Special PNA Meeting held in Tuvalu in November, Palau signed the PNA longline vessel 
day scheme. The Marshall Islands signed on 21 November, which was the fifth and final 
required signature. The PNA longline VDS will come into effect on 5 December 2014.  
 Matt Owens, TriMarine, explained that the Solomon Islands has also committed 
to sign the longline VDS. There was discussion about how the system would work in the 
Solomons where there are two longline fisheries. Graham Pilling, SPC, described an 
SPC study concluding that the two Solomons longline fisheries could be separated 
spatially.  
 There was some discussion on the effectiveness of an input control system 
based on vessel days compared with quota. The importance of having the ability to trade 
discrete rights in any further longline management was emphasized.  
 
FFC Sub-Committee for South Pacific Tuna and Billfish Fisheries (SC-SPTBF) 
south Pacific albacore activities: Alice McDonald, FFA, provided an update on recent 
activities of the Forum Fisheries Committee related to south Pacific albacore. The FFC 
finalized and formally adopted the text of the Tokelau Arrangement in October. The 
Tokelau Agreement:  

 Establishes transferable total allowable longline catch levels of south Pacific 
albacore for each party within their EEZs; 

 Does not control high seas catch levels; and  
 Provides for “Associate Participation” by non-FFA members whose waters host 

fisheries for south Pacific albacore tuna.  
 

FFA has submitted a proposed replacement WCPFC CMM for south 
Pacific albacore that would establish a total south Pacific albacore catch level 
within the WCPFC CA, including on the high seas. Until the WCPFC adopts a 
formal TRP for the south Pacific albacore stock, the FFA proposal calls for the 
total limit to be set at the MSY level for the stock. 

Current Tokelau Arrangement signatories (as of 1 Dec.) are: Australia, Cook 
Islands, New Zealand, Niue, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. The 
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following are potential additional signatories and or associates: Fiji, Solomon Islands, 
American Samoa, French Polynesia and New Caledonia.  
 
Progress of capacity-building project for Pacific SIDS and longline catch sector 
companies to provide training for pelagic longline captains: Eric Gilman provided a 
brief update on capacity-building projects implemented in the Cook Islands and Marshall 
Islands longline tuna fisheries. The project trains staff from domestic fisheries 
management authorities and longline catch sector companies to train longline vessel 
captains to: understand domestic and regional management measures, properly 
complete regional (SPC) logbook forms, and to employ prescribed best practice handling 
and release methods for sea turtles, elasmobranchs, cetaceans and seabirds. Various 
training materials were developed for the capacity-building project, which are open-
source. Electronic copies of materials are available from this Group’ website 
(https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/), and original printer 
files are available from Eric Gilman (FisheriesResearchGroup@gmail.com).  
 
Discussion on Group future activities: In addition to continuing to perform the service 
of information dissemination on relevant activities of sub-regional and regional 
management bodies and other developments of relevance to the group, and pursuing 
alignment of MSC P1 activities, the participants brainstormed several discrete activities 
that this informal alliance could conduct: 

 Develop and regularly update a lay audience documents that provide summaries 
of issues of relevance to the Group, including but not limited to: outcomes of 
stock assessment reports, MSC processes, guidance on FIPs, FFA and PNA 
management systems (e.g., the new PNA longline VDS, the new FFC Tokelau 
Arrangement), WCPFC CMMs, bycatch mitigation best management practices, 
findings from scientific research. These summary materials would be useful, for 
instance, to seafood supply chain companies and SIDS fishery ministry staff.  

 Additional joint letters from seafood supply chain companies to WCPFC 
advocating needed development and improvements of harvest strategy 
components and other management elements. 

 Joint letters to relevant government authorities of individual WCPFC CCMs 
advocating improvements in domestic management systems and advocating that 
they pursue needed changes at sub-regional bodies (FFA and PNA) and 
WCPFC  

 Joint letters to MSC secretariat, board of trustees, Technical Advisory Board and 
Stakeholder Council on issues with the MSC program, such as interpretation of 
the new MSC standard. 

 Joint letters to WWF, SFP and/or CASS to comment on issues with guidance on 
FIPs.  

 Organize the background materials made available via the Group website into 
relevant categories to make it easier for users to find materials. 

 Contribute to raising support for requisite funding to enable SPC and other 
bodies to develop recommendations for target reference points and harvest 
control rules, particularly for the south Pacific albacore stock, and yellowfin and 
bigeye stocks in the WCPFC CA, as PNA is doing for skipjack. 

 
  

https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/
mailto:FisheriesResearchGroup@gmail.com
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Appendix 1. Agenda 
 

 Introduction, review agenda, Eric Gilman, HPU and Bubba Cook, WWF 

 Update of fisheries in the MSC program and in a FIP within the group’s remit 

 Summary of findings of 2014 WCPO bigeye and yellowfin stock assessments – 
Graham Pilling, SPC 

 WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study report: Key findings and implications for 
Alignment Group aim - Eric for Peter Philipson 

 MSC regional pre-assessment report for WCPO bigeye / longline and purse seine 
associated set fisheries - Eric for Safina Center 

 MSC regional pre-assessment report for WCPO longline fisheries for WCPO bigeye 
and yellowfin, and N. and S. Pacific albacore stocks - Eric for SFP 

 MSC standard 2.0 – overview of main changes and implications for Alignment Group 
aim - Bill Holden, MSC 

 Update on PNA longline vessel day scheme – Nannette Diliaur Malsol, Palau Bureau 
of Marine Resources 

 Update on FFC Sub-Committee for South Pacific Tuna and Billfish Fisheries (SC-
SPTBF) south Pacific albacore activities – Alice McDonald, FFA 

 Progress of capacity-building project for Pacific SIDS and longline catch sector 
companies to provide training for pelagic longline captains – Eric for Mike McCoy 

 Discussion - WCPFC11 tropical tuna and albacore CMM proposals 

 Discussion on Group future activities - continue information dissemination and 
alignment of MSC P1 activities. 
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Appendix 2. List of Participants 
 
Participants are listed alphabetical by organization name.  

Name Organization / Company Email 

Helen Packer Anova LLC / Fishing&Living HelenPacker@fishing-living.org  

Andrew Jones  Cook Islands Ministry of Marine Resources A.Jones@mmr.gov.ck 

Ana Delailomaloma Fiji Offshore Fisheries Association (FOFA) winfull@connect.com.fj  

Marie Soehnlen French Polynesia Delegation marie.soehnlen@hoturau.min.gov.pf  

Cedric Ponsonnet French Polynesia Fisheries Office cedric.ponsonnet@peche.gov.pf  

Xue Jun Du Golden Ocean Fish Ltd. goldhold@connect.com.fj 

Eric Gilman Group Co-Coordinator, SFP/LTFV/Norpac FisheriesResearchGroup@gmail.com  

Bubba Cook Group Co-Coordinator; WWF acook@wwfpacific.org.fj  

Holly Koehler Int’l Seafood Sustainability Foundation hkoehler@iss-foundation.org  

Claire van der Geest Int’l Seafood Sustainability Foundation cvandergeest@iss-foundation.org  

Li Changhong Kiribati Fish Ltd. Lich.tigi@hotmail.com  

Joe Murphy Luen Thai Fishing Venture joemurphy.ltfv@gmail.com  

Joshua Mitchell Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cook Islands josh.mitchell@cookislands.gov.ck  

Mathilda Miria-Tairea Ministry of Marine Resources, Cook Islands M.Miria-Tairea@mmr.gov.ck  

Georgia Langdon Ministry of Marine Resources, Cook Islands G.Langdon@mmr.gov.ck  

Alice McDonald Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency alice.mcdonald@ffa.int  

Dave Gershman Pew dgershman@pewtrusts.org  

Adam Baske Pew and Sea Strong adam@seastrong-llc.com  

Graham Pilling Secretariat of the Pacific Community grahamp@spc.int  

Ian Cartwright Thalassa Consulting Pty Ltd Thalassa@bigpond.com  

Amanda Nickson The Pew Charitable Trusts anickson@pewtrusts.org  

Matt Owens Tri Marine mowens@trimarinegroup.com  

Aiko Yamauchi WWF Japan ayamauchi@wwf.or.jp  

 
  

mailto:HelenPacker@fishing-living.org
mailto:winfull@connect.com.fj
mailto:cedric.ponsonnet@peche.gov.pf
mailto:goldhold@connect.com.fj
mailto:FisheriesResearchGroup@gmail.com
mailto:acook@wwfpacific.org.fj
mailto:hkoehler@iss-foundation.org
mailto:cvandergeest@iss-foundation.org
mailto:Lich.tigi@hotmail.com
mailto:joemurphy.ltfv@gmail.com
mailto:josh.mitchell@cookislands.gov.ck
mailto:M.Miria-Tairea@mmr.gov.ck
mailto:G.Langdon@mmr.gov.ck
mailto:alice.mcdonald@ffa.int
mailto:dgershman@pewtrusts.org
mailto:adam@seastrong-llc.com
mailto:grahamp@spc.int
mailto:Thalassa@bigpond.com
mailto:anickson@pewtrusts.org
mailto:mowens@trimarinegroup.com
mailto:ayamauchi@wwf.or.jp
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Appendix 3. Presentations Made During the 2nd Meeting of the WCPO Tuna 
MSC P1 Alignment Group 

 



Second Meeting of the WCPO Tuna 

MSC Principle 1 Alignment Group 

  

2 December 2014, 4:30-6:00 pm, Apia 



WCPO Tuna MSC Principle 1 Alignment Group History & Mission 

The Group is comprised of client groups of fisheries certified and under 

assessment against the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) standard and of 

participants of Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs) for fisheries for albacore, 

bigeye and yellowfin tunas in the Convention Area of the Western and 

Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), and other stakeholders. An 

inaugural meeting was held in May 2014. 

The Group’s mission is to 

disseminate information, and 

coordinate and align policy 

activities of relevant MSC client 

groups and participants of FIPs 

related to sub-regional and regional 

management of fisheries for 

albacore, bigeye and yellowfin 

tunas in the WCPFC Convention 

Area. 



Agenda 

• Introduction, review agenda, Eric Gilman and Bubba Cook 

• Identification of relevant fisheries in MSC program and/or in a FIP 

• Summary of 2014 WCPO bigeye and yellowfin stock assessments – Graham Pilling, SPC 

• WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study report: Key findings and implications for Alignment Group 

aim - Eric for Peter Philipson 

• MSC standard 2.0 – overview of main changes and implications for Alignment Group aim - Bill 

Holden, MSC 

• MSC regional pre-assessment report for WCPO bigeye / longline and purse seine associated set 

fisheries, and report for WCPO longline fisheries - Eric for Safina Center and SFP 

• Update on PNA longline vessel day scheme - Nannette D. Malsol, Palau BMR 

• Update on FFC Sub-Committee for South Pacific Tuna and Billfish Fisheries (SC-SPTBF) south 

Pacific albacore activities – Alice McDonald, FFA 

• Progress of capacity-building project for Pacific SIDS and longline catch sector companies to 

provide training for pelagic longline captains – Eric for Mike McCoy 

• Discussion - MSC P1 activities of represented WCPO tuna FIPS and MSC client groups 

• Discussion - WCPFC11 replacement tropical tuna CMM and albacore CMM proposals 

• Discussion on Group future activities - continue information dissemination and alignment of MSC P1 

activities. 

 



Fisheries in the MSC Program in the WCPO w/ UoC for 

N&S Pacific Albacore and WCPO Bigeye & Yellowfin 

 
MSC website 3 Nov 2014 

http://www.msc.org/track-a-fishery/fisheries-in-the-program/fisheries-by-species/fisheries-by-species#tuna 

 

MSC Certified 

• American Albacore Fisheries Association – pole and troll albacore fishery and 

American Western Fish Boat Owners Association, albacore troll, jig, pole (WFOA 

and AAFA have merged their two certificates) 

• Canada Highly Migratory Species Foundation BC north Pacific albacore 

• Fiji Tuna Boat Owners Association, Fiji LL albacore 

• Tuna Management Association of New Zealand, New Zealand troll albacore 

 

Under MSC Full Assessment 

• Luen Thai Fishing Venture, Cook Islands longline albacore fishery 

• Walker Seafood Australia, longline albacore, yellowfin, swordfish, mahi mahi (in 

assessment) 



FIPs in the WCPO 
for N&S Pacific Albacore and WCPO Bigeye & Yellowfin 

• Anova, Cook Islands longline ALB fishery 

• Anova, Federated States of Micronesia BET/YFN fishery 

• Anova, Indonesia pole & line and handline YFN fisheries 

• Intl Pole and Line Foundation, Indonesia pole & line and 

handline YFN and SKJ fisheries 

• Norpac, Marshall Islands longline BET/YFN fishery 

• PT Intimas Surya, Indonesia longline and purse seine ALB, 

BET, YFN fisheries 

• WWF, Indonesia longline, purse seine, handline, pole & line, 

troll, drift gillnet, ringnet BET, YFN, SKJ fisheries 

3 Nov. 2014 

WWF: https://sites.google.com/site/fisheryimprovementprojects/ 

SFP:  http://fisheryimprovementprojects.org/ 

Anova Fishing&Living: http://fishing-living.org/fishery-improvement-programs/ 



Summary of findings of 2014 WCPO bigeye and 

yellowfin stock assessments 

Graham Pilling, SPC 

WCPO BET base model 
WCPO YFN showing agreed LRP  

and possible TRP 



WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study 
Eric for Peter Philipson 

LONGLINE: In 2013, about 67,500 mt of bigeye (mainly 

adults) was reported landed by pelagic longline vessels 

fishing in the WCPO. Of this, 23% was caught by vessels 

flagged to Japan, 19% to Korea, 16% to China and 12% 

to Taiwan. Of the WCPO BET longline landings, 10% was 

from the Japan EEZ, 8% from Indonesia EEZ, and 60% 

from the high seas. 

PURSE SEINE: In 2013, about 80,000 mt of WCPO 

BET (almost all juveniles, very rare to catch large 

BET) was landed by purse seine vessels (from 

associated sets). Of this, 17% was caught by 

vessels flagged to the United States, 15% to 

Taiwan, and 10% to Spain. Of the total, 24% was 

from the Papua New Guinea EEZ, 23% from Kiribati 

EEZ, and 12% from Nauru EEZ, and12% from the 

high seas.  

Supply 

No. SIDS domestic longline vessels – excludes  

locally based foreign-owned vessels  
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WCP-CA BET catch by gear, m.t., 1997-2013 



WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain study 

Most WCPO longline BET (ca. 140k mt/yr) goes to Japan, 

although this has been declining in recent years. The next 

leading end-market countries receive very restricted 

quantities – e.g., the US and China receive about 1,500 

m.t. and 1,000 m.t., respectively. 

  

Purse seine caught BET is mixed with skipjack and 

yellowfin to produce ‘light meat’ canned and pouched tuna 

products. In 2013, 1.8 million mt of mixed WCPO tuna 

species was landed by purse seiners. Of this, about 

800,000 m.t. went to Thailand for processing and 500,000 

m.t. was processed in the WCPO region.  

End Markets 

About 70% of WCPO BET caught by both longline 

and purse seine vessels passes through a small 

number of large-scale tuna traders.  

Traders 

Gear Value (US$ millions) 

Purse seine 163 

Longline fresh 389 

Longline frozen 215 

Other 36 

Total 803 

Value of WCP-CA BET by gear, first 

point of sale, 2013 (US$ millions) 

Importer Percentage of imports 

Toyo Reizo (Mitsubishi)  35% 

Try (Nissho Iwai) 15% 

Itochu Fresh (formerly C. Itoh) 5-8% 

Maruco (Marubeni) 5-8% 

Other 35% 

Main Japan sashimi importers 



MSC standard 2.0 – overview of main 

changes and implications for Alignment 
Group aim 

Bill Holden, MSC 

Summary of changes to the assessment process: 
– Surveillance audits 
– Re-assessments 
– Assessment steps and timelines 
– Templates 
– Extension of scope of certification 
– Peer Review College 
– Harmonisation 
– Traceability 
– Forced 



MSC standard 2.0 – overview of main 

changes and implications for Alignment 
Group aim 

Bill Holden, MSC 

Summary of changes to the standard: 
– Unit of Certification 
– Principle 1: Clarification for scoring of target stocks and 
 scoring of Harvest Control Rules 
– Principle 1 and Principle 2 species: Reviews of alternative 
 impact mitigation measures and changes to 
 information Performance Indicators 
– Principle 2 species: Cumulative impacts of MSC fisheries 
– Shark finning 
– Principle 3: Performance Indicators 



MSC regional pre-assessment report for WCPO 

bigeye / longline and purse seine associated set 

fisheries, and report for WCPO longline fisheries 

• Safina Center contracted MEP to prepare an MSC PA report for 

WCPO BET caught by LL and PS associated set fisheries. SFP 

contracted MEP to prepare an MSC PA report for WCPO LL fishery 

catch of ALB, BET and YFN. MSC new standard 2.0 was used.  

• P1: WCPO BET would fail. 2 albacore stocks and WCPO YFN likely 

pass.  

• P2:  (i) LL fisheries in shark sanctuaries, and all PS associated set 

fisheries, pass with conditions focused on shark catch. (ii) LL 

fisheries not in shark sanctuaries and that retain sharks borderline 

fail. 

• P3: (i) LL pass unconditionally for WCPFC mgmt system. (ii) PS 

associated set pass with conditions for WCPFC mgmt system. (ii) 
Uncertain how individual domestic mgmt systems would fare.  



Update on PNA longline vessel day 

scheme 
Nannette D. Malsol, Palau BMR 

8th Special PNA Ministerial Meeting and 42nd Special PNA Meeting held in 

Tuvalu in November 

 

Palau signed the PNA longline vessel day scheme. RMI Minister was unable 

to attend but the RMI delegation informed the ministers that the RMI Minister 

intends to sign the scheme soon, which will be the final required signature to 

bring the scheme into effect.  



Update on FFC Sub-Committee for South 

Pacific Tuna and Billfish Fisheries (SC-
SPTBF) activities 

Alice McDonald, FFA 

FFA proposed replacement  south Pacific albacore CMM: 
https://www.wcpfc.int/system/files/WCPFC11-2014-
DP05%20FFA%20Members%20Proposal%20to%20replace%20CMM%20for%20South%20
Pacific%20Albacore.pdf 

The FFC finalised and formally adopted the text of the Tokelau Arrangement in October. FFA 
members and other coastal CCMs are in the process of finalising national approvals to sign the 
Arrangement. The Participants to the Tokelau Arrangement will implement a cooperative 
management arrangement for south Pacific albacore in their EEZs.  



Progress of capacity-building project for Pacific SIDS and 

longline catch sector companies to provide training for pelagic 
longline captains 

• Training materials compiled / developed 

– SPC species ID book English/Chinese and English/French versions 

– Handling and release guides for sea turtles, cetaceans, elasmobranchs, 

seabirds 

– Open-source – (funding from Costco and Resources Legacy Fund) available 

at https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-

materials-for-longline-fishers  

• Mike McCoy developed train-the-trainer workshop, convened for Cook Islands in 

August and Marshall Islands in October 

– Sum of domestic longline rules 

– How to complete SPC logbook forms 

– Handling/release prescribed methods including use of equipment 

• Fisheries ministry and fishing company staff will lead future workshops so that all 

captains receive annual training 

Eric Gilman and Mike McCoy 

https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers
https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/home/training-materials-for-longline-fishers


Discussion - MSC P1 activities of WCPO 

tuna FIPS and MSC client groups 

Discussion - WCPFC11 replacement tropical 
tuna CMM and albacore CMM proposals 



Reminder – please share materials relevant to the group to Bubba and Eric for posting to the alignment group website:  

https://sites.google.com/site/seafoodcompaniestunamanagement/ 

  

• Tokelau Arrangement for the Management of the South Pacific Longline Fishery 

• Philipson, P. 2014. WCPO bigeye tuna supply chain. Safina Center.  

• MEP. 2014. Regional MSC pre-assessment report for WCPO longline fisheries for WCPO bigeye and yellowfin, and N. and 

S. Pacific albacore. 

• MEP. 2014. Regional MSC pre-assessment report for longline and purse seine associated set fisheries for WCPO bigeye 

tuna. 

• PNA longline vessel day scheme, Dec. 2012 draft 

• WWF. 2013. Western Central Pacific Tuna Conservation Pledge.  

• WWF. 2014. WWF’s Position on Fisheries In Transition.   

• Gilman, E., Kingma, E. 2013. Standard for assessing transparency in information on compliance with obligations of regional 

fisheries management organizations: Validation through assessment of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission. Ocean & Coastal Management 84: 31-39. 

• Joint letter from seafood companies to WCPFC requesting updated terms of reference for a third Management Objectives 

Workshop 

• ISSF. 2013. An Evaluation of the Sustainability of Global Tuna Stocks Relative to Marine Stewardship Council Criteria – 

November 2013 Update.  

• ISSF. 2013. Status of the World Fisheries for Tuna 2013.  

• Training materials used in capacity-building workshops for Pacific SIDS’ longline fisheries: (i) Completing SPC logbook 

forms, (ii) Species identification for logbook records, (iii) Methods for handling and releasing sea turtles, sharks, rays, 

cetaceans and seabirds to maximize the probability of their survival after release. 

 

Discussion on Group future activities - continue information 

dissemination and alignment of MSC P1 activities 



Continued - Discussion on Group future activities - continue 

information dissemination and alignment of MSC P1 activities 


